
Impact Report 2022
ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. – Passing on history

This brochure contains the English translation of a part of our ›Impact Report 2022‹.

It was designed for those survivors and their families who do not speak German.

Herewith we want to express our gratitude to you who are the reason for and the

source of our work.

Thank you for everything you shared with us through the years.We value your trust in

us and hope that you are delighted and encouraged when you read about the latest

results of the work you enable us to do, now, as well as in the future.

We hope that you appreciate the information we’re sending you and please feel

free to contact us for questions or feedback.

Sincerely,

your ZWEITZEUGEN-Team

SUMMARY
2022

● 6,033 young peoplewere reached in 252workshops

● New exhibition designed especially for children and teenagers was established

● the 5 last of 37 interviewmagazineswere handed over to Holocaust survivors

● Barrier-freematerials for participants with visual and auditory impairments

● More than 30 own “ZWEITZEUGEN-projects” were created and designed by

young people

● Enhancing our digital platform with 4 digital storytellings, the second season of

our podcast and new learning tool

● Obtained award “Active for Democracy and Tolerance” by the Federal Agency

for Civic Education

● Cooperations with 91 schools and 50 other non-profit partners were carried

out
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OURVISION

What dowewant for society in the future?

»Every person in germany actively participates in an accepting, open and diverse

society that no longer allows something like the holocaust.«

OURMISSION

What arewe doing to achieve our vision?

»ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. encourages and empowers (young) people to actively stand up

for themselves as “Zweitzeug*innen” against antisemitism and other forms of

discrimination in today's world.«

Contemporary witness Elie Wiesel once said, »Anyone who listens to a witness today

will become a witness themselves.« Guided by this, ZWEITZEUGEN e. V. documents

life stories of those who have survived the Holocaust in order to tell them to future

generations as witnesses of the contemporary witnesses - as “Zweitzeug*innen”. We

recount these impressive and courageous stories when the survivors themselves are

no longer able to do so. Through educational projects, exhibitions, events and

publications, we offer children and young people from the age of ten a personal

approach to the abstract topics of National Socialism and the Holocaust.

The goal of our work is to encourage and enable (young) people to actively stand up

against antisemitism and other forms of discrimination today. With the help of the life

stories we sensitize for historical as well as current antisemitism. Together, we

establish a connection to their own lives and encourage them to pass on the life stories

as secondary witnesses, to become active themselves and to take on social

responsibility.
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»I'm 85. I can't do this much longer.
But the secondary witnesses will do it for me!«

[witness EvaWeyl on the necessity of the work
of the ZWEITZEUGEN association]

OURWORKBEHINDTHE SCENES

·Maintaining contacts to contemporary witnesses and/or their families

· Training and further education of our team
·Development of methods and didactical concepts

· Editing of the interviews
· Scientific examination/debate

Basis

· Public Relations
· AdministrativeManagement

· Support of Volunteers
·Networking & Fundraising

Resources

· An interdisciplinary, enthusiastic team of 144 volunteers

· and 21 full-time staff members (full-time equivalent: 8.96)

· 13 years of expertise and experience
·Material and financial means (570.644 €)

CONCEPTANDDATAGATHERING

Weput all our love, time, experience and financial resources into achieving ourmission.

Every year, we take a critical look at how we can best use these resources for our

target groups. Currently, for the children and young people, these are above all our

didactic offers.

In order to fully reach out to them our concept is a holistic one. Ourmethod addresses

· the heart (getting a personal access to history),
· themind (gaining knowledge and connecting it to the own lifeworld)

· and the hand (finding ways of standing up against antisemitism and other forms of

discrimination).
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In order to determine whether the didactic concept on which our work is based is

adequate and contributes to the achievement of the set impact goals, we surveyed,

among others, the participants of our educational projects.

In 2022, a total of 834 online questionnaires were completed, 757 of them by children

and young people and 77 by educators.

Evaluation showed that 41% of the children and teenagers we worked with graded us

with a ‘very good’, 46%with a ‘good’.

94% of the educators would unreservedly recommend aworkshop to others.

Of course the surveys also revealed what can be improved and we already work on

various aspects of our workshops and materials. Our work is a constant process of

developing and evaluating andwe are continually striving for enhancement.

STUDENTS’ REFLECTIONSONTHEWORKSHOP

The impact fieldHEART:
»I think wewere all really taken by it and it made us think, because even if you've heard

about that time before, it's something completely different to hear it like this.«
(Student, 14 years old)

»I particularly liked the fact that we could listen to Rolf's [contemporary witness, editorial
note] voice as he told his story. This made the story evenmore vivid.«
(Student, 20 years old)

»Everything was explained and described in a very factual, but at the same time very

understandable way, so that students who are not quite so familiar with the topic can

also understand and contribute something.«
(Student, 20 years old)

The impact fieldMIND:
Answers to the question »What did you learn today?«

○ 20% : a personal life story

○ 13% : about the antisemitic laws during the Nazi-era

○ 7% : about the life of those whowere persecuted as Jews during the Nazi-era

○ 11% : concrete terms, facts and incidents of the Nazi-era

○ 5% : general knowledge about anti-Semitism
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»I learned how topical anti-Semitism is today, that there are different forms of it, that

there are often hidden codes in songs or jokes that draw attention to anti-Semitism.«
(Student, 16 years old)

The impact fieldHAND:
What young people think after the workshop:

○ 84%want to talk about the life stories to family and friends

○ 85% are encouraged to actively get involved against anti-Semitism and

stereotypes

○ 87% of are aware of what they can do against anti-Semitism

»I don't think I alone can domuch to change the still widespread anti-Semitism and

racism, but I can spread the story I heard today andmake sure that it is not forgotten.«
(Student, 13 years old)

»My takeaway from theworkshop is that it is muchmore valuable to tell or be told

specific stories about individual fates than to impart purely general historical

knowledge.«
(Educator)

DIGITAL EDUCATING

In our educational projects, we tell of special personal encounters with contemporary

witnesses because the direct exchange between people creates a special dynamic.

Nevertheless, digital solutions offer a variety of ways to spread and amplify the impact

of our work and to overcome regional or pandemic distances. That's whywe've taken

new, digital paths to bring the life stories of those who have survived the Holocaust to

the world.

Digital Storytelling
After being able to publish a first life story asDigital Storytelling on
www.werde-zweitzeuge.de or www.werde-zweitzeugin.de in 2021, we enhanced this

project by adding three further life stories in 2022.We understandDigital Storytelling
as the telling of a story throughmultimedia processing.

The life stories of Rolf Abrahamsohn, Henny Brenner, Erna de Vries and Elisheva

Lehman can already be read independently by children and young people (with the age

between 12 or 16 and older depending on the story) through photos and illustrations,

texts, audio quotes and videos.
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The project was developed until September 2022with the funding by Stiftung
WohlfahrtspflegeIn addition to the life stories, a learningmodule on the continuities of

antisemitismwas developed. Through this module, children and young people can

independently learn about different forms of antisemitism and understand the

connections up to the present day.

Digital teaching concept
Wewould like to support multiplicators in teaching the topic of the Holocaust and the

Nazi era. To this end, we have developed a digital teaching concept to complement the

Digital Storytellings. It is based on the Storytellings and enables teachers to
independently turn children and young people into secondary witnesses in the long

term.

Blended Learning Format
In 2022, wewere able to establish our blended learning format 'ZWEITZEUGEN+',
consisting of an analogous workshop framedwith a digital preparation and follow-up.

ZWEITZEUGEN+ does now form an integral part of our workshop program, with the

first three workshops realised in 2022.

Podcast
With our podcast 'Stories that stay'we can reach evenmore people andmake them

secondary witnesses. SinceOctober 2023, the second seasonwith six episodes can be

heard on all popular podcast platforms. In each episode, secondary witnesses talk

about the life stories of Holocaust witnesses (www.zweitzeugen.de/podcast).

ACCESSIBILITY

Inclusive education and participation should be amatter of course in our democratic

society. Since this is not yet the case, we see it as our duty as a nonprofit association to

work on this.With our work we especially remind of the time of National Socialism,

when about 300,000 people with disabilities weremurdered in the context of

'euthanasia'. In order to be able to give access to our work to all people from awide

range of educational institutions and groups today, we have revised our existing

didactic materials: Translated texts into Easy Language, added subtitles and audio

descriptions to videomaterial, and trained ourselves in the area of accessibility.

We also plan lower barriers for our exhibitions in the coming years. This includes, for

example, the use of barrier-free rooms, the preparation of information in Easy

Language and the addition of audio description and subtitles to videomaterial.
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Tomake our social media workmore accessible as well, we provide our posts with

alternative text. This enables screen reader software to capture and read out the

image content.

AWARDS

Sometimes we get so bogged down in our structures and tasks that an external view

has to show us what we have achieved andwhat we can still achieve.We are delighted

to have received the 'Active for Democracy and Tolerance 2022' award from the

Federal Agency for Civic Education.

Furthermore, our corporatemember 'Signal Iduna' was awardedwith a special award

due to the workshops for their apprentices held in cooperation with us.

FUNDINGPARTNERS

From a financial perspective, 2022 formed a very challenging year for us. Inflation and

war in Europe had a noticeable impact in 2022 in the form of declining donations and

the absence of targeted funding commitments, particularly for newmodel projects.

Given these circumstances, we owe our funding partners evenmore our greatest

thanks for their reliable cooperation, their trust, their encouragement and their will to

break new groundwith us!

We remain committed to continuing to forge funding partnerships and ensuring

stability and continuity for our work in the future.

COOPERATIONS

Our association cooperates with a wide variety of educational institutions and

partners, both in and out of school.We are pleased to have had the opportunity to

work with 91 schools andmore than 50 extracurricular cooperation partners, for

example from associations, churches, professional soccer, politics and the nonprofit

sector.We build local partnerships and cooperate at regional and national level to

anchor our work locally in a sustainable andmultifaceted way.We are convinced: only

together can we have an impact andmultiply it.
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KEYDATA

Name: ZWEITZEUGEN e.V.

Board of Directors
Ruth-AnneDamm, Chairperson

Sarah Hüttenberend, Chairperson

Phillip Tybus, Chairperson

Melanie Schaumberg, Treasurer

Janika Raisch, Assessor

Registered office
Essen

Legal form:Registered association

Foundation date: 15.02.2014
(registered as HEIMATSUCHER e.V. until 04.2020)

Register entry
Essen Local Court, Zweigertstraße 52, 45130 Essen

Registration number:VR. No. 5989

Tax number: 112 / 5743 / 1279

Postal address
ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. – P.O. Box 18 80 in 32218 Bünde, Germany

Homepage:www.zweitzeugen.de

Mail address: kontakt@zweitzeugen.de

Nonprofit status
The association ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. pursues according to its statutes exclusively nonprofit purposes in

the sense of §§51 ff. of the tax code. The purpose of the association is the promotion of international

spirit, tolerance in all areas of culture and the idea of international understanding.

Notice of exemption
dated 23.04.2021 from the Essen tax office.

Number of employees
21 (8.96 FTE, as of end of 2022)

Number of volunteers
144 (as of end of 2021)

Affiliationwith third parties under company law
None
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