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Impact Report 2024 
ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. – Passing on history  
 
 
 
 
 

This brochure contains selected parts of our Impact Report 2024 translated into English. 
It is intended for those survivors and their families who do not speak German. We 
would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to you. Your stories are both the foundation 
and the inspiration for our work. 
 
Thank you for the insights and memories you have entrusted us with over the years. 
Your confidence in us means a great deal. We hope that learning about the latest 
developments and achievements—made possible through your courage and support—
brings you a sense of pride and encouragement. 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, we would be very glad to hear 
from you. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
The ZWEITZEUGEN Team 
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SUMMARY 
 
2025  
 

● 9,802 young people were reached in 486 workshops 

● 24 Student-led ›hand projects‹ 

● Stronger focus on Adults and Educators: 1,966 Reached 

● Four exhibitions across Germany 

● Hosting the first ZWEITZEUGEN history competition in Cologne 

● UEFA EURO 2024 Diversity Tour: ›Zweitzeug*innen  in Football‹ at the 

European Championship Host Cities 

● ›Never Forget‹: Transnational remembrance with youth from Germany and the 

USA 

 
OUR VISION 

 
What do we want for society in the future? 
 
»Every person in Germany actively participates in an accepting, open and diverse 
society that no longer allows something like the Holocaust to happen.« 
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OUR MISSION 

 
What are we doing to achieve our vision? 
 
»ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. encourages and empowers (young) people to actively stand up 
for themselves as ›Zweitzeug*innen‹ [secondary witnesses]  against antisemitism and 
other forms of discrimination in today's world.« 
 
Eyewitness Elie Wiesel once said, »Anyone who listens to a witness today will become 
a witness themselves.« Guided by this, ZWEITZEUGEN e. V. documents life stories of 
those who have survived the Holocaust in order to tell them to future generations as 
secondary witnesses of the eyewitnesses – as ›Zweitzeug*innen‹. We retell their 
impressive and courageous stories when the survivors themselves are no longer able 
to do so. Through educational projects, exhibitions, events and publications, we offer 
children and young people aged ten and over a personal approach to the abstract topics 
of National Socialism and the Holocaust. 
 
The goal of our work is to encourage and enable (young) people to actively stand up 
against antisemitism and other forms of discrimination today. With the help of the life 
stories we sensitise for historical as well as current antisemitism. Together, we establish 
a connection to their own lives and encourage them to pass on the life stories as 
secondary witnesses – to become active themselves and to take on social 
responsibility. 

»I'm 85. I can't do this much longer.  
But the secondary witnesses will do it for me!« 

[witness Eva Weyl on the necessity of the work  
of the ZWEITZEUGEN association] 

 

OUR WORK BEHIND THE SCENES  
 

· Maintaining contacts to eyewitnesses and/or their families  

· Training and further education of our team 
· Development of methods and didactical concepts  

· Editing of interviews  

· Scientific examination/debate 
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Basis 
· Public Relations  
· Administrative Management  

· Support of Volunteers  

· Networking & Fundraising  
 
Resources 
· An interdisciplinary, enthusiastic team of 122 volunteers  
· 23 staff members (full-time equivalent: 12.39) 
· 15 years of expertise and experience 
· Material and financial means (867.300 €) 
 

CONCEPT AND DATA GATHERING  
 

Expertise, dedication, time, and financial resources are what we invest in order to 
realize our mission. Each year, we take a critical look at how to use this input in the 
most effective way for our target groups. 

At present, our main educational offerings for children and young people include both 
in-person and digital workshops, typically structured into three- to six-hour project 
units. In addition, we offer ZWEITZEUGEN school clubs (AGs) and formats spanning 
multiple project days. 

Other formats include workshops within our exhibitions, special collaborations with 
partner organizations, conversations with survivors and with members of the second 
and third generations, as well as digital storytelling projects and an extensive digital 
learning platform (werde-zweitzeugin.de). 

We continuously develop our output and reflect on how many children and young 
people we reach, how well we reach them, and how lasting the impact is. 

Our impact assessment—our outcome—is guided by our impact goals. These goals 
define how we aim to contribute to a more inclusive, open, and diverse society. 
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Our educational concept is rooted in a holistic approach that engages learners on three 
levels:  
 
· the heart (getting a personal access to history),  

· the mind (gaining knowledge and  connecting it to one's own lifeworld)  

· and the hand (finding ways of standing up against antisemitism and other forms of 
discrimination).  
 
To continuously assess the effectiveness of our work, we evaluate our educational 
programs using online questionnaires for both participants and accompanying 
educators.  
 
In 2024, a total of 1,256 questionnaires were completed by participating young people. 
Additionally, 96 educators who accompanied the workshops  took part in the survey. 
 
On average, children and young people rated our workshops with a 1.8 on the German 
school grading scale (1 = very good; 6 = insufficient).  39 % rated the experience as very 
good, and 48 % as good. 

97 % of the educators (91 % “yes”, 6 % “rather yes”) said they would recommend our 
workshop to others. 

The feedback we receive also highlights where there is still room for improvement. 
We take this seriously and continue to refine our workshops and materials accordingly. 
Our work is shaped by an ongoing process of reflection, development, and learning — 
always with the goal of becoming more effective and impactful. 
 

STUDENTS’ REFLECTIONS ON THE WORKSHOP  
 
The impact field HEART: 
»I really liked that everyone could speak so openly and that such an important and 
meaningful life story was shared. Everything was easy to follow, and the connections 
and events were clearly explained!«  (Student, 15 years old) 

 
»What surprised me was simply seeing what a person went through back then. When 
these topics are covered in class, it’s mostly about the politics and maybe briefly and 
superficially about what happened to the people—but what they truly endured is 
often not fully told.« (Student, 15 years old) 
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The impact field MIND: 
○ 94 % of young people consider it important to discuss antisemitism today. 

Meanwhile, 97 % of educators emphasize that the content effectively builds a 
bridge to the present. 

 
»We are now also Zweitzeug*innen [secondary witnesses]  and have a responsibility 
to pass these stories on, so that such events never happen again.«  (Student, 7th grade) 

 
Noteworthy for us is the number of educators who, for the second year in a row, 
reported that their students recognize the dangers of prejudice. 95 %  agreed fully or 
partly with this statement. Moreover, 76 % of teachers indicated that they believe 
participants reflect critically on their own prejudices. 
 
Building on the insights about prejudice, our evaluation also sheds light on young 
people’s understanding of antisemitism today. 
 
While 87% now recognize that antisemitism still exists—a slight dip from last year—
many struggle to give concrete examples. Notably, shorter workshops correlate with 
less clarity, as hundreds of youths either couldn’t name examples or said “don’t 
know.” Most recognize antisemitism linked to right-wing extremism, often citing 
current political trends like the AfD, a far-right party in Germany. However, many still 
conflate antisemitism with general racism or only associate it with extreme violence, 
missing subtler forms. 
 
This highlights the need to deepen young people’s nuanced understanding of 
antisemitism, which we will prioritize in the coming year. 
 
The impact field HAND: 
84% of participants expressed a desire to share the stories as secondary witnesses 
with others, such as friends or family (2023: 91%, 2022: 92%, 2021: 81%).  

 
»Henny’s story left a deep impression on us. It will stay with us always. We will do our 
best to share it with as many people as possible, so that it is never forgotten. We are 
grateful to Henny for sharing her story. What struck me especially was her courage—
and even more so, the courage of her father.« 
(Student, 9th grade) 
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ADULT EDUCATION: A NEW FOCUS ON FAMILIAR AUDIENCES 
 
Since the beginning, multipliers—such as educators, social workers, football club 
educators, company staff, and other interested adults—have helped spread the 
ZWEITZEUGEN mission. In 2024, this target group received renewed focus. 

This year, we reached a total of 1,966 adults, including 609 educators and 
pedagogical professionals who engaged in in-depth training sessions exploring the 
ZWEITZEUGEN concept and their role as multipliers. 

Selected Workshop Highlights: 

● Training for Vocational School Teachers (in cooperation with the EU Office of 
the Münster District Government): 
 In June 2024, 18 teachers explored ZWEITZEUGEN materials and developed 
ideas for future projects, including international collaborations. In 2025, a 
project week is planned in cooperation with the synagogue in Winterswijk 
(Netherlands) to deepen the training. 
 

● Workshop Leader Training for Football Educational Staff: 
In April 2024, six educators from football learning centers and fan projects of 
Bundesliga clubs participated in an intensive training program at the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Research (ZiF). Over three days, combined with self-learning 
phases, they learned ZWEITZEUGEN methods, explored antisemitism in 
football—past and present—and practiced teaching through team-based 
sessions. They are now qualified to independently conduct ZWEITZEUGEN 
workshops at their locations. 

Feedback from educators and pedagogical staff: 

● Critical reflection: All participants reported that they reflected on their own 
role and position within Holocaust education. 

● Open atmosphere: The evaluation showed that participants felt encouraged to 
express critical thoughts. 

● Clear impact: Nearly all would recommend the workshop – 88% yes, 12% 
probably yes. 

Extending Adult Education Beyond Educational Institutions 

Our educational work reaches adults not only in pedagogical contexts but also in a 
wide variety of professional and civic settings. In companies, employees—from 
trainees to executives—become secondary witnesses. Since 2024, we’ve been 
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conducting regular workshops at SIGNAL IDUNA and the fashion retailer L&T in 
Osnabrück. Longstanding supporters like Deutsche Bank have also integrated our 
formats into their internal learning programs. 

Programs for Other Interested Groups 
Our educational work extends beyond schools and companies: In 2024, we engaged 
with community members at the Bergerhauser Dialogue in an Essen church, gave 
talks for the German National Academic Foundation, and collaborated with various 
civil society initiatives. 

We participated regularly in panels on remembrance days, social entrepreneurship 
events, and at the 2024 Football Culture Days — including an exhibition at the BVB 
Learning Center and a lecture at MSV Duisburg about the resistance story of Djordje 
Alpar. 

In 2025, we will continue and further evaluate our work with adult audiences.  

NEVER FORGET: REMEMBERING ACROSS BORDERS 
 
Since 2024, the international  ›Zweitzeug*innenschaft‹ includes participants from the 
USA, enabled by a partnership with the Museum of Jewish Heritage New York City 
and funding from the the Ministry of Culture and Science of the State of North 
Rhine-Westphalia  

In the ›Never Forget‹ project, 180 young people from both sides of the Atlantic met 
Holocaust survivors, engaged in discussions, and became ›Zweitzeug*innen‹  
themselves. 

Preparation Workshops and Survivor Talks 
Students from US high schools and German schools prepared for online talks with 
survivors from New York, Amsterdam, and Stockholm. Participants described these 
encounters as eye-opening and deeply meaningful. 

Transnational Dialogue 
Participants exchanged views on Holocaust remembrance in the US and Germany, 
gaining insight into cultural perspectives and historical understanding.  

Creative Engagement 
Nearly 90% want to help spread  survivors’ stories. Participants created projects like a 
graphic novel, videos, and social media content, published on www.werde-
zweitzeuge.de. 
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Educational Funding and Football Outreach 
Thanks to funding from Aktion Mensch and the Ministry of Children, Youth, Family, 
Gender Equality, Refugees and Integration of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, 
ZWEITZEUGEN can expand its educational program into  extracurricular centres and 
football learning centres, including inclusive formats for children with special needs. A 
kickoff event brought together representatives from clubs and fan projects to support 
this work. 

Hybrid Closing Event 
At the Old Synagogue in Essen, participants presented their projects to 230 guests, 
including survivors. Over 92% pledged to oppose antisemitism and discrimination. 
Survivor Eva Weyl praised their commitment. 

Sharing with Educators 
Project insights were shared in an online briefing for teachers and  supplemented by 
expert sessions on international Holocaust perspectives. 

ZWEITZEUGEN HISTORY COMPETITION  

The 2024 ZWEITZEUGEN History Competition in Cologne invited young people to 
creatively confront exclusion and antisemitism, supported by the RheinEnergie 
Foundation and GAG Immobilien AG. 

Starting with a virtual talk between witness Michaela Vidláková and local youth, 
participants were encouraged to take a stand against exclusion through projects like 
videos, exhibitions, and events. Highlights included: 

● Videos about Holocaust survivor Tamar Dreifuss by Heinrich Mann 
Gymnasium students. 
 

● An exhibition on Kindertransporte and the Jawne School at 
Ursulinengymnasium. 
 

● Engagements with witness Irene Seiwert by two groups from Heinrich Böll 
Comprehensive School. 

The jury ranked the video produced by Heinrich Mann Gymnasium first. Holocaust 
survivors Tamar Dreifuss and Dr. Leon Weintraub attended the June awards 
ceremony, sharing their stories and emphasizing the ongoing importance of 
remembrance and standing against hate. 
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WITH DEEP GRATITUDE: Sarah Hüttenberend Steps Down as 
Managing Director 
 
After many years of passionate leadership, our managing director Sarah 
Hüttenberend is stepping down to pursue new challenges. 

As founder and first managing director, Sarah was a driving force behind 
ZWEITZEUGEN’s growth and success. Her dedication and vision shaped the 
organization into what it is today. 

Reflecting on her time, Sarah says: 
»These 14 years have been full of inspiring encounters and seeing a small idea grow into a 
powerful organization has been an incredible journey.« 

Sarah will continue to support ZWEITZEUGEN as a volunteer board member, and we 
are grateful for her ongoing expertise. 

THANK YOU, SARAH! 
Your work has inspired many and will leave a lasting impact. We wish you all the best 
and look forward to your future achievements. 

AWARDS 
 
We sincerely thank everyone for the recognition and awards received in 2024. These 
honors are not only a special privilege but also motivate us to continue preserving the 
memories of eyewitnesses and advancing our educational work for a tolerant and just 
world with passion and dedication. In 2024, we received: 

● Diversity Award 2024 
 

● Hermann Maas Prize 
 

● Volunteer Award ›Köln Engagiert‹ 
 

● Margot Friedländer Prize 
 

● Volunteer Award from the University of Wuppertal (for volunteer Birgit 
Galda’s commitment) 
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FUNDING PARTNERS 
 
Our steadily expanding impact is made possible by a strong alliance of supporters, 
collaborators, and companions. Their trust, encouragement, and willingness to 
explore new paths with us form the foundation of our work. We are deeply grateful 
for every partnership. Thank you for standing with us, for believing in our mission, 
and for helping us build sustainable and resilient structures. We remain dedicated to 
fostering funding relationships built on mutual respect, long-term vision, and shared 
responsibility. 
 

COOPERATIONS 
 
We value partnerships because together we reach children and youth more 
effectively. By combining knowledge, expertise, and commitment, we create tailored 
educational programs and promote an open, democratic society. 

In 2024, we continued our successful collaborations with projects like ›Never Forget‹ 
and the UEFA EURO 2024 Diversity Tour, delivering democracy and anti-racism 
workshops alongside fair play sports tournaments in seven German cities. Through 
these efforts, 141 students became ›Zweitzeug*innen‹ [secondary wittnesses] , 
demonstrating the broad impact of our work. 

Our longstanding cooperation with schools remains vital. In 2024, we worked with 31 
partner schools under multi-year contracts and initiated partnerships with 12 more. 
New partners included vocational and secondary schools across North Rhine-
Westphalia while six schools extended their contracts. 
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KEY DATA 
 
Name: ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. 
 
Board of Directors 
Ruth-Anne Damm, Chairperson  
Sarah Hüttenberend, Chairperson  
Janika Raisch,  Chairperson  
Melanie Schaumberg, Treasurer  
Dennis Poetsch, Assessor 
 
Registered office: Essen 
 
Legal form: Registered association 
 
Foundation date: 15.02.2014 
(registered as HEIMATSUCHER e.V. until 04.2020)  
 
Register entry 
Essen Local Court, Zweigertstraße 52, 45130 Essen  
 
Registration number: VR. No. 5989 
 
Tax number: 112 / 5743 / 1279 
 
Postal address 
ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. – P.O. Box 18 80 in 32218 Bünde, Germany 
 
Homepage: www.zweitzeugen.de 
 
Mail address: kontakt@zweitzeugen.de 
 
Nonprofit status 
The association ZWEITZEUGEN e.V. pursues according to its statutes exclusively nonprofit purposes 
in the sense of §§51 ff. of the tax code. The purpose of the association is the promotion of 
international spirit, tolerance in all areas of culture and the idea of international understanding. 
 
Notice of exemption: dated 1st August 2023 by the Essen tax office. 
 
Number of employees 
23  (12,39  FTE, as of end of 2024) 
 
Number of volunteers 
122  (as of end of 2024) 
 
Affiliation with third parties under company law 
None 
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